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THE DUCK AND THE KANGAROO-EDWARD LEAR 

 

 
 
SUMMARY 

 
 

One day a Duck met a Kangaroo. She praised how beautifully he jumped over the fields. She told 

him that her life was interest less. She too wanted to see the world beyond. She wished she could 

hop like him. She then requested the Kangaroo to give her a ride on his back. She won‟t say 

anything except quack and sit silently on his back. She also told him that they would also go to the 

Dee and Jelly Bo Lee. They will ride over land and sea.                                                                   

Hearing this the Kangaroo told her that he needed a little thinking over it. Then he told the Duck 

that her feet were wet and cold. He would catch cold due to them. The Duck replied that she had 

already bought worsted socks and a cloak. She would smoke a cigar to be with her love, the 

Kangaroo. This way both rode the whole world three times round. They were very happy. This way 

the poet shows love between the birds and animals.  

I. Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. “Please give me a ride on your back!” 

      Said the Duck to the Kangaroo.  

“I would sit quite still, and say nothing but „Quack‟, 

     The whole of the long day through ! 

And we‟d go to the Dee, and the Jelly Bo Lee,  

      Over the land, and over the sea; 

            Please take me a ride ! O do !” 

      Said the Duck to the Kangaroo.  

 

a. What did the Duck request the Kangaroo for? 

b. What shall the Duck do the whole day? 

c. How did the Duck request the Kangaroo? How do you know? 

d. Give the rhyme scheme used in this stanza. 

 

Said the Kangaroo to the Duck,  

    “This requires some little reflection ; 

Perhaps on the whole it might bring me luck,  

And there seems but one objection,  
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Which is, if you‟ll let me speak so bold,  

Your feet are unpleasantly wet and cold, 

And would probably give me the roo- 

Matiz !” said the Kangaroo.  

 

a. What is „This‟ in the second line here? 

b. What is the objection? 

c. How would the Kangaroo like to speak? 

d. What will the Kangaroo have in the end? 

 

II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words 

1. How did the Kangaroo react to the Duck‟s request for a ride? 

2. How did the Duck express her wish to the Kangaroo ? What was it ? 

3. What did the Duck do in reply to the Kangaroo‟s objection ? 

4. How does the poet express „humour‟ in the poem ? 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 120-150 words. 

1. The Duck and the Kangaroo tell us how the strong can help the weak in an ideal society. 

Comment.  

 

 
 

 

 


